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This Year, The United Kingdom will put the Flower in the Mart

Derya Samedi, Flora Culturist at the British Embassy, is
pictured with last year’s U.K.’s entry in “Flowers Around
the World” at Flower Mart.

Photo by Carol & Peter Jobusch

The United Kingdom will be honored at this year’s
Flower Mart on May 1 and 2. Activities, lectures,
foods, the Puppet Show, plants and flowers, flowers,
flowers promise one of the most spectacular displays of
spring blooms and blossoms ever seen in the 70 years
of Flower Mart history.

Heading the list will be the elegant flower-filled
Auricula Theatre, a reproduction of a 17" century tradi-
tional primrose display stand, now being constructed at
the United Kingdom embassy. To be exhibited within
the Cathedral, the Auricula Theatre is an arrangement
of tiered staging used to showcase rare and choice
primroses when they are in flower. The tradition of
building Auricular Theatres began in France and
Belgium. The earliest versions were simple, built to
protect the exquisite flowers. Later, more elaborate
forms were conceived, decorated with colorful paint
and ormolu, an alloy resembling gold. With time, the
practice of building these structures was raised to an art
form in 19" century England. Estates with fine gardens
would include such a structure, with faux-painted
curtains and proscenium arches adding drama to the
flower display. Now, in 2009, Jim Adams, head horti-
culturist for the British ambassador’s residence in
Washington, is preparing the showpiece that will be
presented during Flower Mart. Former curator of the
National Herb Garden at the U.S. National Arboretum,
Jim comes fully prepared for an active role in this
year’s Mart. Not only is he creating the Auricula
Theatre, he plans to bring one of England’s top horti-
culturists to the festivity as a featured speaker during
the 2-day flower extravaganza.

At least thirteen other embassies will be showing repre-
sentative floral displays in the Cathedral, where individ-
ual niches will showcase scenes by the creative flower

designers representing their respective countries. Visitors will see everything from tiny violas to soaring branches of
blossoms, all contrived by experts who work behind the scenes in Washington embassies. One of these experts is
Derya Samedi of the British Embassy, whose display at last year’s Flower Mart drew praise and kudos (see picture).
In 2006 Derya left law practice to follow her passion of working with flowers and gardens. While working at the
Embassy, she has created displays for diplomats and heads of state, including Queen Elizabeth II during her Royal

Continued on page 2
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Putting the Flower in Flower Mart (continued from page one)

Visit to the United States in 2007. Often her arrangements include plants and
flowers grown in the Embassy gardens.

Putting flowers into Flower Mart always includes gift and food vendors who
have traditionally trimmed their displays with flowers or plants. In the St.
Albans Tea Room, guests will enjoy an elegant British-themed luncheon,
complete with spring flowers. This year, even our legendary Premier Plants
booth will feature plants for an English garden, many familiar to American
gardeners. The antique carousel, a product of former European artisans, will
twirl with little passengers as they ride the animals festooned with artfully
drawn flowers.

With the Embassy of the United Kingdom generously helping to really put g s
the flower into Flower Mart, this year’s festival promises to be an out- An_Auricula-Theatra. -

A
standing family occasion for everyone in the metropolitan Washington area. Bt ol o HH U
display popular since

the 18th centumy

All Hallows Guild Owns a Folk Art Treasure

gl Our antique carousel, designated as a National Historic Land-
- - mark in 1996, can now be seen on the website of the National
Carousel Association (http://www.nca-usa.org/psp/index.html).
Once on the site, go to the May 2008 listings of carousels. The
brilliant colors and composition of the menagerie of prancing
animals and dignified sleighs are a true “old time picture show”
when seen on the computer screen. Click on the website and start
to reminisce as the pictures, one by one, glide into memories of
Pillow Lee who helped All Hallows purchase the attraction and
the carousel’s determined “guardian angel,” Joyce Hanks, AHG’s
carousel chairman. It was she who persuaded, begged, pushed
and pulled the carousel into a major preservation project. Money,
talent, volunteers and enthusiasm placed our little carousel into
the center of national carousel history, highlighted with the Na-
tional Carousel Association’s Historic Carousel award for 1997.

Research reveals this folk art treasure is one of only two wooden
carousels still operating in this country. Built in the 1890s, it is believed to have been manufactured by the U.S. Merry-Go-Round
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. Imaginative hand-carvers of the whimsical animals are unknown, but they have been attributed to
Charles Dare, one of the first carousel manufacturers in America, or his artisans. John Drew, the Cathedral’s Master Carpenter,
renovated the wooden carvings which were then decorated with the generous artistic contribution of the Capital Chapter of the
National Society of Decorative Painters. This project was completed in the year 2000. Each creature or sleigh was preserved
in memory of friends or relatives with contributions from All Hallow Guild members. The result is a beautiful array of animals in
a rainbow of brilliant colors. The elephant, in particular, has been noted by the experts as being unique. Many animals have
curved saddles with intricate designs of flowers and fruit.

Others have painted figures, flags and geometric designs. The elegant

sleighs are painted with scenes of Washington and trimmed with gold Please Come to Our

and medallions. Flower Mart Preview Party

There is more to notice and relish. All these whirling figures dance to

the lilting tunes of the ¢.1937 Waurlitzer Calliope, another precious an- A Reception Honoring the United Kingdom
tique. It is only one of 6 brass-piped caliolas manufactured by Wurlitzer Our Theme Country for Flower Mart 2009
more than 50 years ago. Decorative designs on a background of pale

blue with painted animals and children decorate the front of the musical April 30—6:30 to 8:30 pm
instrument located in the center of the carousel’s platform. Children Tickets $85. per person

laugh and parents wave each time our little masterpiece spins at Flower To receive an invitation and or more information
Mart, but we know its history and we will continue to preserve its Flowermart2009@aol.com or 202 537-2937
uniqueness. Our carousel will continue to be part of every Flower :

Mart—come rain or shine-- as it carries its historic message of country
fairs and family fun.
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Surprise Visit from the Past----A Stone Mason’s Odyssey

It happens every day at the Gift Shop in
the Herb Cottage. Past meets present
with friends and visitors, as they hap-
pily relish the warm welcome, the
shelves stocked with lovely things to
buy, the wonderful aromas of herbs,
soaps and teas. And just recently, his-
tory walked in the Herb Cottage door,
when a wiry white-bearded Scot named
Alexander McAllister appeared there
wearing a jaunty cap, tweed jacket and
expectant smile.

He was meeting Joe Alonso, Cathedral
Head Mason, who had taken on the task
of cutting a piece of granite for Mr.
McAllister. They were meeting at the
Herb Cottage for the visitor to pick up
and approve the new granite cutting Joe
did for him. While in the Cottage they
reminisced and looked through the

book about the building of Washington

L to R: Alexander McAllister and Joe Alonso, Cathedral Head Mason, examine  National Cathedral available in the

the book on the building of the Cathedral “Washington National Cathedral”, and
the work of the carvers and the masons, sold in the Herb Cottage.

Cottage gift shop.

Alexander McAllister was one of the
builders. He helped in building the Central Portal arch and he worked on the Nave construction all over the Cathedral.
He knew the past well. He knew the old masons like Billy Cleland. He remembered Canon Feller saying: “Do it right!
Never use shortcuts!” He was filled with memories. Memories of serving a mason apprenticeship in Scotland when he
was only 14. Memories of serving in the British Army during WWII, leaving there for New York where he worked on
the United Nations building. Then he came to Washington and the Cathedral.

That day in the Herb Cottage he was warmly welcomed. Joe Alonso stated, “He is like the guys I learned from who built
the Cathedral. He’s old school. You don’t see many like him any more.”

The same could be said of the Herb Cottage where the Gift Shop continues to be unique in its beautiful selections of
gifts, where miniature figures of the cathedral’s gargoyles are sold as well as classic lamps and elegant teas from the far
corners of the earth. Now in its 75" year, the picturesque Herb Cottage Gift Shop continues to be the very best place to
meet friends on the Close, to shop for all occasions, and on very special days, to enjoy the tea and cookies.

From the Gift Shop in the Herb Cottage, take home a “bit of the
Cathedral’” and its history.
Gargoyles are only part of the fun. Books,
beautifully illustrated on the building of the
Cathedral, replicas of stained glass windows, magnets, puzzles and

Visit or call: 202 537 8982. We are happy to help & mail your purchase.
www.allhallowsguild.org

COMING TO THE COTTAGE
e A Wine & Cheese Benefit for the Bishop John P. Walker School For Boys
Sample delicious wine & cheese while you shop the new spring inventory at the Herb Cottage Gift Shop on
March 31st—5 —7 pm. Please let us know you would like to attend: 202 537-8982.
o In September, celebrate the Cottage’s 75 years of selling quality gifts. Stay tuned for details.
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“It all started with a garden. When God decided to create a world, wouldn’t you know it, the first thing he created was
the most beautiful garden imaginable. Trees, streams, birds in the air singing away. It contained all the food the living
creatures could eat, and the first two humans had it made—everything they could want, right there at hand. Of course
there was a tricky tree or two—one called the tree of life, and the other the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the
dangerous one. “Stay away from that one,” God said to those first two parents, “because if you eat its fruit you’ll be
sorry.”And of course a serpent convinced them to take a bite, and here we are today. But my point is, when God
wanted to create something perfect, something that embodied all that was ideal, what he made was a garden. Today
we gather to celebrate an addition to a particular garden that fills nearly 59 acres. Ever since that visionary powerhouse
Florence Bratenahl launched the All Hallows Guild nearly a century ago, it has been caring lovingly for the particular
garden we call the Cathedral Close. That’s nearly a century of devotion to cultivating the beauty of the earth in this
place as one more way to offer praise to the glory of God.”

“Of course this amphitheater had been a fixture here on the Close from before Cathedral construction had even begun.
Sixteen thousand people, including President and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, a 300-boy choir, and hundreds of clergy,
gathered here on October of 1903, four years before the laying of the foundation stone. In 1904, 36,000 gathered for
the General Convention of the Episcopal Church, and as many again for the laying of the foundation stone in 1907.”

“For some ten years, from 1997 to 2007, All Hallows Guild undertook a project to restore the Olmsted Woods, includ-
ing the design and restoration of the amphitheater. Dede Petri and Anne Elsbree spearheaded the three phases of the
restoration project and led the remarkable fundraising efforts. They managed to raise more than 2.5 million dollars
from more than five hundred people. Thanks to Dede and Anne, and to all of you gathered here, we now have this
glorious space in which to come together.”

This All Hallows Guild Amphitheater stands as a gracious and loving gift from All Hallows to the Close. God was
onto something when the world first came into being. We humans need green spaces, places of beauty and peace. And
gardens need gardeners, even if they are Adam and Eve and they get into trouble every now and then. Today, on
behalf of all who will visit, study, pray, and seek solace on this Close, I want to thank the All Hallows Guild for its
years of dedicated care for the Close, the Olmsted Woods, and now of this amphitheater.”

The Dean’s remarks in their entirety may be found on the Cathedral’s website: www.nationalcathedral.org



PAGE 6

ALL HALLOWS HERALD VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 1

Tour &Tea Program Hosts Teas For The Young-At-Heart...

Head Bear John Floyd with Mickey

=>»Vicky Dinneen brought not only
granddaughter, Cullen Marie, to Tea, but her
Bear, 59-year old Teddy. Teddy has been all
over the world with Vivian, but never to a
cathedral. Cullen is holding her doll
named Lily.

~.. On December 6 more than 15 Tea volunteers and friends produced an early
! Christmas Treat---a spectacular Teddy Bear Tea in the Tower for 56 guests---
25 youngsters and 31 adults. Hot chocolate replaced tea for some of the small
guests, but the usual 3-tiered trays were filled with delicious sandwiches, sweets
and savories. The “Head Teddy Bear” was played by John Floyd, who has
helped on previous occasions. John is a sophomore at Walt Whitman High
School and is the nephew of Melissa Isbister, the Tea reservations manager.

After refreshments, a highly entertaining puppet show, produced by Allison and
Meggie Lineberger, had the whole room ringing with laughter. The producers of

the colorful show are the daughter and granddaughter of
Betty Gordon, creator of the All Hallows Puppeteers and one
of the founders of the Tour and Tea program.

CoMING Up
A Mad Hatter Tea—April 4th—2 pm
For ages 5 and up. Begins with child-oriented tour followed by a
tea party in Tower. Guests will be served sandwiches, tea and
sweets. Puppet show after tea. $25 per person.
Reservations: 202 537-5581
www.tea.cathedral.org

Il*rll_ m

Always popular, always thronged with shoppers, this year’s White
Elephant Booth is a collector’s dream scene with an emphasis on
British royalty, British books and magazines, and even figurines,
linen and china. The beloved Queen Mother Elizabeth is featured
in periodicals and biographies. Her daughter, Queen Elizabeth 11, is
shown in commemorative editions of the London Times and other
newspapers describing her Coronation and Silver Anniversary. The
collection, donated by a Flower Mart volunteer, highlights the
Royal Family in colorful memorabilia over a 60-year period. There
is even a homey-looking Cookie Tin, with resplendent designs; all
it needs is cookies!

Included with the special British offerings, the White Elephants offer a wide array of beautiful jewelry, crystal, silver,
baskets and other items for the home and garden, all donated by friends of the Flower Mart. If you wish to donate some
wonderful antique or no-longer needed item, please call the Flower Mart line at (202) 537-3185 or email

Flowermart2009@aol.com.



